Module 1: College Expectations
Model Responses
Activity Model Response
Activity: Spot the Hidden Rule
Using the ECON 101 syllabus from my fall schedule at UNC Chapel Hill.
Grade calculation I would have missed: the final exam is 30 percent, but weekly quizzes add up to another 20 percent. I would have focused only on the big exams and let the quizzes slide, and that is a fifth of my grade.
Policy I would have missed: late work loses 10 percent per day and is not accepted at all after three days. A paper that would have been an A is a B after one day late, which changes how I plan everything.
Due date I would have missed: there is a paper due the same week as my first midterm in another class. I put both in my calendar tonight so that week does not ambush me.
The unwritten rule I am most likely to forget is office hours. I have never gone to a teacher's office on purpose in my life, and just showing up feels strange, so I am going to go once in the first two weeks with one question about the syllabus, just to break the seal so it is not weird later when I actually need help.
Assessment Model Response
College Expectations Reflection
The expectation I did not know about before this module was office hours. I knew professors had them, but I thought they were for students who were already struggling or already doing well, not for someone like me who is just trying to keep their head down and pass. I did not know that office hours are mostly empty, or that going early, before anything is wrong, is how you get a professor to actually know who you are.
This matters to me specifically because I am the first person in my family to go to a four-year school. I do not have anyone at home who can tell me how this part works, and if I wait until I am failing to talk to a professor, I have already lost the part where they could have helped me before it got bad. The professor who knows your name in September is the one who writes your recommendation in two years, and I am going to need those recommendations.
My plan for the first three weeks: I am going to go to my economics professor's office hours in the first two weeks with one real question about the material, not a fake question, a real one. The hard part will be walking in the first time because it feels like I am bothering someone, but it is literally their job to be there during that block, and the students who show up are not the ones who needed the least help but the ones who stopped treating help like a last resort. I want to be one of those students.
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